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In 1995, Roberto V. San Jose, a distinguished 

corporate lawyer, joined the firm. Since then, the firm 

has been renamed Castillo Laman Tan Pantaleon & 

San Jose. The years thereafter were marked by 

continuous growth in terms of clientele and 

personnel, which include several partners, consultants, 

associate lawyers, paralegals and a full complement of 

administrative and accounting staff.

	Following its rapid progress, the firm received other 

citations locally and internationally for its effective 

and creative legal services, specially in corporate, 

banking and finance, shipping and intellectual 

property law. In more than one instance, Asialaw 

included it among the leading law firms in the 

Philippines, and in one particular year, ranked it as the 

best Regional Law Firm in Asia.

The consistent international citations are no doubt an 

affirmation of the firm’s dependable professional 

work. Coupled with a regular absorption of bright 

young lawyers into its fold, they are the foundation 

on which the firm’s performance, and its place in the 

forefront of the country’s law firms, are sustained well 

into the future.
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In January, 1981, a group of partners from a major law 

firm namely, Gregorio R. Castillo, Noel A. Laman 

Ancheta K. Tan and Polo S. Pantaleon established 

what was then known as Castillo Laman Tan & 

Pantaleon Law Offices. It originally had seventeen 

(17) lawyers, representing various areas of legal 

expertise, from the ranks of government and private 

practice.

Within a short period of time from its founding, the 

firm posted an impressive growth. It became involved 

in an array of difficult legal cases and complex 

transactions. But having prepared for the demands and 

challenges of advocacy, the firm achieved unprecedented 

success in its early years in the profession of law, and 

it was cited in 1991 by International Corporate Law 

as the most favored Philippine law firm on contract, 

employment, shipping and trade. 

The successful entry of the firm into a highly 

competitive and demanding profession was a measure 

of its commitment to excellence. In essence, it was 

anchored on the firm’s philosophy, unchanged to this 

day, of providing outstanding and innovative legal 

services to its diverse clientele worldwide, with the 

support of trained and highly motivated professionals. 
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Our financing and project finance lawyers have been 

the consistent counsel of choice of multilateral 

agencies, foreign developmental and credit agencies, 

and foreign and domestic banks. Our project finance 

group has been involved in practically every power 

generation transaction, as well as many major 

transportation and public utility financings.

The securities group has counseled numerous primary 

and secondary offerings, including several offshore 

offerings of domestic securities. It has also assisted in 

several take-overs and mergers of listed companies 

and its lawyers continue to advise most of these 

entities, as well as other clients, in respect of 

compliance requirements.

CORPORATE AND
SPECIAL PROJECTS

Our corporate and special projects group has 

extensive experience in the full range of legal services 

needed to support successful commercial transactions. 

The projects handled by the firm run the full gamut 

from the most novel and sophisticated arrangements 

to the day-to-day mundane reportorial requirements. 

Along the way, we have developed specialized 

expertise in each of the various sub-fields of practice. 

These include foreign investments, mergers and 

acquisitions, securities, project finance, real estate, 

banking and taxation.

Our range of practice has meshed well with the 

diverse undertakings of our clients, enabling us to be 

at the forefront of new legal developments. We have 

consistently been in the mainstream of new practice 

areas, aiding our clients in capitalizing on new 

opportunities afforded by developments in law, as 

they happen. These legal frontiers extended from the 

Build-Operate-Transfer Law and the Foreign 

Investments Act in the early 90s, to the Foreign 

Banking Act and the Mining Act in the mid-90s, to 

the Securities Regulation Code and the Corporate 

Rehabilitation Rules of 2000, and onward to the 

Power Industry Reform Act, the SPV Act and 

Securitization Law in the first half-decade of the new 

century.

CORPORATE AND
SPECIAL PROJECTS
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The IP group assists local and international clients in 

all areas of intellectual property law. Its broad client 

base consists of local companies, multinationals, 

including leading pharmaceutical companies, foreign 

law firms and professional groups.

Its core services may be divided into three areas, 

namely: prosecution, enforcement, and licensing and 

regulatory compliance.

The group’s prosecution work covers the registration 

of trademarks, trade names and patents, the recording 

of copyrights, as well as the renewal and maintenance 

of said registration and recording. It also entails the 

issuance of legal opinions, the conduct of searches, 

and the rendering of watching and monitoring 

services.

In enforcement, the group involves itself in the 

investigation and supervision of market surveys, the 

conduct of test-buy operations in cooperation with 

the police agencies, the filing of applications for, and 

execution of, search warrants (and closure and seizure 

orders) and other similar proceedings. With the aid of 

the police agencies, the group undertakes the 

institution and handling of cancellation and 

infringement proceedings, and related civil and 

criminal cases.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Our tax group’s practice may be divided into two 

areas: tax advisory and tax advocacy.

Tax advisory effectively complements the corporate and 

special projects group in providing strategic business 

counseling, tax planning and implementation to entities 

and individuals intending to do business in the Philippines. 

The group’s expertise in corporate taxation covers 

local and international transactions, and the entire 

range of applicable national and local taxes throughout the 

corporate life cycle – i.e., formation, operation, reorganization, 

cessation and liquidation. Consisting of lawyers and 

paralegals, the group is able to deploy teams to perform 

tax due diligence and tax compliance reviews in 

connection with business acquisitions. As part of tax 

planning and implementation, the group routinely 

secures tax rulings to allow clients to benefit from statutory 

tax exemptions, relief and other tax incentives.

As the remedial aspect of the group’s practice, tax 

advocacy includes representation in national and local 

government tax audits and tax protests. The group also 

represents clients in tax cases litigated before the 

Court of Tax Appeals and higher courts.

The tax group’s advice, inputs and comments are often 

solicited in connection with proposed significant tax 

legislation and regulations.

TAX
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Over the years, the firm has developed a well-rounded 

litigation practice spanning a broad spectrum of legal 

matters ranging from simple prosecution for fraud to 

cases involving complex legal matters, which are 

litigated in proceedings before trial courts and the 

appellate courts. The Firm was responsible for a 

number of precedent-setting decisions rendered by 

the Philippine Supreme Court, including the decision 

in La Chemise Lacoste, S.A. vs. Fernandez where the 

Court held that a foreign corporation may bring suit 

before a Philippine court to enforce its intellectual 

property rights.

JUDICIAL

The wide area of judicial litigation includes civil, 

commercial and special civil actions, as well as criminal 

cases, where the firm has invariably provided legal 

services as prosecutor or as defense counsel, as the 

case may be.

Specifically in the field of civil and commercial 

litigation, the legal controversies over which the 

expertise of our litigators has been sought include a 

formidable range of court proceedings involving 

breach of contract, specific performance, rescission, 

land registration and reconstruction, declaratory relief 

and quieting of title, tort and class actions, succession, 

insolvency, admiralty and a varied mix of disputes on 

family law.

LITIGATION
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Licensing and regulatory compliance encompasses the 

negotiation, study and review of license agreements, 

franchise agreements and other technology transfer 

arrangements. It also involves the recording of these 

agreements and arrangements, assistance in regulatory 

aspects of product registration, and representation in 

ad hoc protests to pending applications for product 

registration.

E-COMMERCE & INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY

	A segment of the IP group specializes in e-commerce 

legislation and legal issues (such as jurisdiction, host 

liability, privacy, on-line contracts and intellectual 

property infringement), computer system acquisitions, 

software licensing, regulatory compliance. Also 

included in this area are e-banking, technology 

transfers, facilities management, internet-based 

business ventures, tax issues for high-tech businesses, 

and contract documentation including licensing and 

internet service provider agreements.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
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The labor group provides its clients with counseling 

services and advice on resolving personnel problems 

to ensure compliance with mandatory requirements of 

labor law, such as those involving termination of 

employment. The group also conducts labor audits of 

its clients to ensure that their employment structure, 

company policies, rules and regulations, personnel 

manuals and employment-based agreements are in 

accord with Philippine labor law.

The group’s expertise lies in the handling of labor 

disputes such as union grievances, strikes, collective 

bargaining negotiations, certification election and 

unfair labor practice cases. The group’s lawyers are 

likewise accomplished at handling complaints for 

illegal dismissal, money claims, wage distortion and 

welfare benefit issues, whether before arbitration 

bodies or the labor courts. Recent cases handled by 

the department include a landmark ruling by the 

Supreme Court that work slowdown constitutes an 

illegal strike, and another precedent-setting decision  

that a no-marriage provision between employees of 

competitor firms, is a valid condition of employment.

EMPLOYMENT, IMMIGRATION 
AND LABOR RELATIONS

In recent years, the firm has been in the forefront of 

corporate rehabilitation proceedings, representing 

either the debtor, creditor or other interested parties. 	

In criminal litigation, the Firm has considerable 

experience in preliminary investigation and inquest 

proceedings, searches and seizures, criminal 

attachment, hold departure orders, bail and judicial 

determination of probable cause, and the active 

prosecution, or defense, of criminal cases.

ADMINISTRATIVE

In addition, the firm’s legal services have been 

extensively used in cases before the Securities and 

Exchange Commission, Housing and Land Use Regulatory 

Board, Bureau of Food and Drugs, Department of Trade 

and Industry, Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources, Department of Agrarian Reform, National 

Telecommunications Commission, Court of Tax Appeals, 

and the Office of the President of the Philippines.

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

In keeping with the times, the firm’s litigators have 

accumulated experience in arbitration, mediation and 

conciliation. The Firm has represented parties before the 

Philippine Dispute Resolution Center, Inc., International 

Court of Arbitration, Singapore International Arbitration 

Centre, Construction Industry Arbitration Commission, 

and in ad hoc arbitrations.

LITIGATION
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The labor group's lawyers have been particularly adept 

at addressing contentious, union-related and job 

security issues arising from merger, consolidation, 

integration of operations in multi-union and multi-

bargaining enterprises. In recent years, the group has 

been an active participant in the integration and 

merger of several leading pharmaceutical companies.

The immigration group renders advice and assistance 

in securing the appropriate work visa and permit for 

expatriate staff of clients. The group likewise provides 

assistance in proceedings for naturalization and 

recognition as Filipino citizens and securing of dual 

citizenship.

EMPLOYMENT, IMMIGRATION 
AND LABOR RELATIONS
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